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Reds Organizing ‘International Brigade’ to Fight
In South Viet Nam; Cuba Main Assembly Point

WASHINGTON — Intelligence -authorities havg
reports from usually knowledgeable sources that- an
““international brigade” of Communist “volunteers” is be-
ing organized in North Viet Nam, . .

: Reputed aim in forming this mercenary unit is to pro.'

——rry

T TE——

Erod

O [vida the Reds with a dramatic propaganda basis for'

¢ claiming worldwide support againgt ‘‘U.S. imperialism." ;
, This plan apparently is patterned after the Commue. |
nist-initiated and commanded sLincoln (international) !

; Brigade” that fought on the side of the republic in the:

{ Spanish civil war, A number of U.S. nationals joined this | t0p post as he is rated ono

P , Bassad ' in Sai
Existence of this hush-hush information is admitted at} Weproor ety Cabot Lodge taking over in Saigon and General

7

outfit,

E
&
i _
;‘ the State and Defense Departments. Beyond that, all com-
j-ment is withheld. : '

L

: : C
However, the following details from other sources can

: be reported: '

" 3 The Red mercenaries aré to be pitted primarily against U.S, |
¢ troops'in South Viet Nam, This would be in line with the employ-
{.ment of the “Lincoln Brigade” in Spain, It was used against the !

{ Americang, ] . o
7 Recruiting centers ‘are being financed and operated ‘by lo-!

1 assembly point for these “volunteers,"! While waiting for'transpors
_ ‘a‘%ﬂ@h@iml‘ﬂkw&@; Yiet Nam, they are being glvea pre-
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o e
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' By Robert S, Allen and Paul Scott ~ ~ © . |,

Moorish lorces of Generalissimo Franco, , i
{ # U.S, nationals already are undergoing combat training in a ¢
Y North Viet Nam camp near the Chinese border, Exact number of ;
{ these Arnericans is unknown, But they include some Ne N
i # The “brigade” is to be made up of “volunteers” from al |
3 Parts of the world = Asjans; Europeans, Africans, North ‘and South |

. - # “Che” Guevara, close Castro lieutenant who has mysteﬂ-}, y
ously been out of sight for months, Is credited as playing a_lead- -
ing role in this covert activity, Guevara is rated an expert in guer- )
Tilla warfare, ' : . _ .

# In North Viet Nam, two training camps have been'set up -

. REPORT - ‘16\:"
‘ T s other personnel from Soviet bloc countries the other by Red Chis -
N . hese, North Koreans and some Indonesians,
_ L Nt : S - REVEALING TALK S ’i
- i o F e As confirmation of these re orts, intelligence authorities are 3
: Inside Wgshington ¥ 7? g - attaching much significance to aprecent Httleiotioed statement by ¥
‘ 7, /45~ - | Nguyen Huu Tho, president of the presidium of the Viet Cong Na.
s

tional Liberation Front, !

In a broadeast over Radio Hanol, Tho in effect acknowledged |
existence of the “interational brigade.” B
" “Peoples all over the world,” he said “are ready to support us \
or are actively supporting us in al fields, including volunteers and  §
weapons, The people in the Soviet Union, China and other socialist .
countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, as well as the U.S., *

NEXT VIET NAM SHIFT 7

Deputy Ambassador U. Alexis Johnson, who bandled the dip. § °
Iomatic end in Saigon while former Ambassador Maxwel] Taylor. i
ran the ‘military, will get another assignment, It s certain to be i
of our best career diplomats. With Am. {

estmore}afnd made theater commander, Johnson won’t be needed

3

Th_e U.S. Navy is enlarging and Intensifying its anttsubmarine 3
operations in the Viet Nam area, The seaplane tender Currituck,
flying the flag o? Rear Admiral Richard Fowler, directs a forca. {
;I

!

fleets- and are based at Yulin on the Hainan coast; Chanchian
in South China; Shanghai, Chou-Shan, Wenchow. and Sansha in Easgt

o .
BRI T s a2

]
Shing;, Port Arthur in Manchuria; and Tsingiao In Nordh Chiog ™ _§

- Continuey ]

' lease @ 50-Yr 201312119 < Ol 0 401650001-1
\Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/12/19 : CIA-RDP73-00475R000



